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EEIER GOVERNMENT OF THE
- PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH
FOREIGN MINISTER s

Message

16 December 2017

Today is 16 December - our great Victory Day. On this very day in 1971, the Bengali
nation won the Liberation War by defeating the Pakistani Occupation Forces. On
this day of victory, | congratulate my compatriots at home and abroad.

Today, | recall with profound respect the greatest Bengali of all time, our Father of
the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman who steered our epic struggle to
victory. | pay tribute to the 3 million martyrs whose supreme sacrifice brought us
the independent and sovereign Bangladesh. | also recall all the brave freedom
fighters. | pay tribute to our courageous women who had to sacrifice their honour
for our freedom. | express sincere gratitude to all our foreign friends for their moral,
financial and military support on the way towards our independence.

Our Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, upon return to his
free Bangladesh on 10 January 1972, started reconstructing the war ravaged
country. The Father of the Nation was assassinated along with most members of his
family on 15 August 1975. Our Hon’ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and her

younger sister survived as they were abroad at that time. Bangladesh started to go
backwards!

After long 21 years of struggle against military and quasi-military dictatorship,
Bangabandhu’s daughter Sheikh Hasina came to power for the first time in 1996.
Bangladesh turned the corner and things started looking up. Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has declared ‘Vision-2021’ in line with the spirit of Liberation War and the
dream of the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman to build a
‘Sonar Bangla’ (Golden Bengal) to achieve people’s socio-economic emancipation
and to build a poverty and hunger-free prosperous country. In its second
consecutive term, the government of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina is now working
to transform the country into a middle-income country by 2021 and a developed
one by 2041. Bangladesh has already attained the status of a lower middle-income
country and is on track to become a middle-income country well before 2021.



After successful achievement of the ‘Millennium Development Goals’ (MDGs) in
which Bangladesh has been acclaimed as a ‘role model’, we are now committed to
the realization of the ‘Sustainable Development Goals’ (SDGs) adopted by the
United Nations General Assembly by 2030. With Prime Minister Shiekh Hasina at the

helm of affairs as an acclaimed ‘Global Leader’, Bangladesh is already working to
achieve the SDGs.

A number of awards and recognitions have come along for this ‘development
wonder’ that has enabled Bangladesh to reach a place of dignity in the comity of
nations. Last year on the margins of the 71* UNGA in New York, the UN Women and
Global Partnership Forum recognised Hon’ble Prime Minister for her prudent
leadership in transforming a nation through women empowerment and including
them in the mainstream of development and awarded ‘Planet 50-50 Champion’ and
‘Agent of Change’ respectively. Adviser to the Hon’ble Prime Minister for ICT Mr.
Sajeeb Ahmed Wajed received the ‘ICT for Development’ award for successfully
integrating ICT into the development strategy for the people under ‘Digital
Bangladesh’ Programme.

On this Day, | congratulate the Bangladeshi Diaspora in every corner of the world
which is immensely contributing to our economic development and helping in
brightening the image of Bangladesh.

| also thank all the members of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and our Missions
abroad who have been working with sustained dedication and commitment in

achieving our foreign policy objectives and promoting our national interest on the
world stage.

On this historic day, let us make a renewed pledge to devote ourselves to work from
our respective positions imbued with the spirit of the Liberation War to complete
the task of building Bangabandhu’s dream of ‘Sonar Bangla’ (Golden Bengal)and
march onward with our heads held high on the world stage.

Hassan Mahmood Ali, M.P.)

Joy Bangla, Joy Bangabandhu.



